AGRICULTURE :   LA.ND AND  ITb  PROBL1M-          -o;
to the detriment of irrigation, which, called forth the advert criiicisiri
of men like the late R, C. Dutt. A large number ot new works were
undertaken and the capital outlay has sinc^, been more than doubled
oil productive and protective irrigation works, while the area irriij.t-il
by them has increased by over 70 per cent.
Irrigation became a provincial subject under the Relorms ot 191^.
and greater financial powers and larger initiative were conferred on thr
Provincial Governments. The sanction of the Government of India
and of the Secretary of State is required only in the case of works esti-
mated to cost over 50 lakhs of rupee*-,. Moreover, die use of loan fund^
is no longer restricted to productive works. Money is also available
irorn the Provincial Famine Insurance Grant when it is not required for
actual famine relief.
The Agricultural Commission strongly commended the Boinbav
Government's step in the appointment of a special inquiry officer in 1925
to investigate the natural resources for the protection of the lands from
lamine and they advised other provinces to follow suit. Co-operative
irrigation societies should be formed and assisted to carry out and main-
tain such works. The ronstniction. preservation and improvement of
minor irrigation works have not hitherro received the attention the\
deserve.1 With the advent of popular Congress Ministries in the pro-
vinces in 1937 new activity as regards these irrigation works was in
evidence.
Since 1922., remarkable activity in regard to irrigation works has been
displayed and several important works have been completed at the
cost of over 500 million rupees, the area to be brought under
irrigation or under improved watering being about 12 million acres,
which means a total area thrice as large as in the year 1902-3.
The new major works of exceptional importance were the Sutlej
Valley Works in the Punjab (which reached completion by the end of
1932-3 and entailed a cost of Rs. 33-31 crores till the end of the year;
estimated to irrigate over 5 million acres : the Sukkur (Lloyd) Barrage
and Canals in Sind (which were opened early in 1932 and entailed a
cost of over Rs. 24 crores^ estimated to irrigate about 51,0 million acres;
and the Cauvery Reservoir and Mettur Project in Madras (which was
inaugurated in August 1934) estimated to cost about Rs. 7*37 crores and
to command a new area of over 3 million acres and add 150,000 tons
of rice to the food supply of the country. The last scheme also provides
for hydro-electric power for industrial purposes. The potentialities of
Mettur as an industrial centre are considerable. In Bombay, two major
works were completed in the years 1925 and 1926 respectively, the Bhan-
dardara Dam which is the highest (270 feet) in India, and the Lloyd
Dam at Bhatgar, which is the largest mass of masonry in the world. In
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